Mass Text for The Baptism of the Lord:
After the Lord was baptised,

the heavens were opened,

and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:

This is my beloved Son,

with whom I am well pleased.

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-30

Response:
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are.

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Someone is coming, said John,
someone greater than I,

He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 3:15-16,21-22
Communion Antiphon:

Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.
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MASS TIMES

Saturday 9th January 2016
Vigil Mass of the Baptism of the Lord

St John’s: 5Spm Christopher and
Margaret Doran RIP (C Doran)

(Sacrament of Reconciliation from 4.30pm)

English Martyrs: 6.30pm Pro Populo

(Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at
English Martyrs 5.50pm—6.20pm)

SUNDAY 10th January
The Baptism of the Lord

English Martyrs: 9am Trudy Darley-Jones’ s
Intentions (P & T)

St John’s: 11am Peg and Pat Chiswick’s
Intentions (D & J Woodley)

Mass times for the coming week
MONDAY 11th January
Mass at St Mary’s East Hendred, 9.15am

TUESDAY 12th January—Votive Mass of

St John the Evangelist

St John’s: 9.30am Lisa Oosterloo-Schnuiling RIP
(A-M Bromley)

WEDNESDAY 13th January—St Hilary
English Martyrs: 9.30am Tess Daukes RIP
(Followed by Benediction and Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament)

English Martyrs: 7.30pm Extraordinary Form
Latin Mass (Baptism of the Lord)

THURSDAY 14th January
St John’s: 9.30am

FRIDAY 15th January
English Martyrs: 9.30am Eamonn Mee RIP
(M O’Connor)

SATURDAY 16th January
English Martyrs: 9.30am Patrick Early RIP
(4 Richardson)

(Followed by Sacrament of Reconciliation and
reciting of the rosary)

10th January 2016
The Baptism of the Lord (Yr C)
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Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. Jesus presents himself to John for baptism,
even though he was without sin. Why then was he baptised? By being baptised, although
sinless, he allows himself to be numbered among sinners. This identification with the rest of
humanity is a foreshadowing of the baptism of death that he will accept on the Cross in
order to take away our sins. And to point up this identification with all of fallen humanity,
the heavens are opened - a reversal of what happened in the Genesis account of Adam’s fall.
Yet Christ’s deliberate identification with us does not in any way diminish the fact that he is
the Son of God, and so the Holy Spirit is seen “like a dove, descending on him” and we hear
the Voice from heaven that affirms, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on
you.”

So we see at the heart of Our Lord’s baptism not a washing away of sins but an
identification by him with sinners. This is quite different to the baptism that everyone else
was receiving from John. Their baptism was a baptism of repentance for sins committed;
Jesus’ baptism was the way he chose to take onto himself our sinfulness without commit-
ting sin. The Holy Spirit comes down upon him in the baptism to reveal, to make manifest
along with the Voice from heaven, who Jesus is: we see the three persons of the Trinity
displayed in this one timeless moment - Father, Son and Holy Spirit, eternally three,
eternally One. Jesus is the Son of God. This then is the second great Epiphany or making
manifest/visible of Jesus: the first was to the Wise Men; now he is made known to his own
people and to all who come to the waters of baptism.

Christ’s baptism prefigures our baptism: the movement of the Spirit over the
waters in the Creation account is now seen over the waters of baptism as the
Spirit descends from heaven. Thus, baptism becomes, through Christ, a moment
when we become a New Creation. Becoming a New Creation though our
baptism unites us to Christ and his Church, gives us a new beginning, the
forgiveness of our past sins and the gift and graces of the Holy Spirit’s presence
in our lives.




In your prayers, please remember...

Cyril Verling, Jenny Evans, Amanda Gender, Christopher Almeida, Anna Pearce,
Richard and Mary Guinan, Maureen Logan, John and Mary McCrystal,

and all the sick of the parish.

CAFOD Portsmouth Supporters’ Meeting

Join us at our next meeting on Sat 23 January 2016 from 10am until 1.30pm at St Bede’s RC
Primary School (Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX) where we will explore our Lenten
resources and hear more about CAFOD’s water programmes in Uganda. To book a place,
please ring 01252 329385 or email portsmouth@cafod.org.uk by 15 January 2016.

Congratulations to our local Catholic Primary School St Amand's East Hendred on achieving
the distinction of being classed in the top 20 primary schools in Oxfordshire County Council
based on 2014-15 SATs results! Parents of primary school age children are invited to visit the
school to see how St Amand's could help them with a distinctive Catholic education.

All welcome. The new term begins 4/01/16 www.st-amands.oxon.sch.uk

| Safeguarding If you are involved in working with vulnerable adults and/or children and have
1 not attended the Training provided by the Diocese safeguarding team in the last 3 years, you

1 will need to attend one of the following training sessions that is organised to take place at Our
1 Lady and St Edmund’s Parish Centre on 16th Jan 2016:-

| Child Protection Training 9.30am — 12 noon. This is for those who have a volunteer role

| within the Parish, working with children. This is essential initial training, to be undertaken at

1 the same time as having a DBS check.

| Child Protection and Vulnerable Adults Refresher course 9.30am —12 noon. A combined

: training session for those who had their initial training three or more years ago. It is required

1 that such people undertake this session (or redo the initial training again in some cases).

| Vulnerable Adult Training 1-3pm. This is for those who have a volunteer role within the

1 Parish, working with vulnerable adults. This is essential initial training, to be undertaken at the
1 same time as having a DBS check.

1

E To register on any of the above courses please send your details to Soraya Ciccarone at

1 soraya@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

1

ENGLISH MARTYRS CHILDRENS’ LITURGY - RESTARTS THIS SUNDAY

The Liturgy is for children aged from 4 to 11 years old.

We currently have two groups - 4 to 7 years (Room left of Altar) and 8 -11 years (Tea Room)
Due to limited space can we please ask parents to remain in the church whilst the children are
in Liturgy.

RCIA course—Are you considering becoming a Catholic? If so, have a word with Fr Phillip
about attending the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults course which we will be running soon.

Week of prayer for Christian Unity—17th—24th January 2016. The times and = % 2 ° o

places of daily prayer in the Didcot area are shown on the noticeboard at the back
of church. The week culminates in a Unity Service at All Saints’ Church at 6pm
on Sunday 24th January.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN

UNITY

The Alpha Course will be running again in partnership with St Edmund's Abingdon on
Sundays 6pm — 8.30pm starting 17" January 2016 in St Edmund's Church Centre. A free, cele-
bratory launch supper, shared with the other a Abingdon Christian churches, will be held on
Thurs 14™ Jan 2016, 7.30 pm, at the Spice Valley Restaurant in Abingdon. After the meal,
there will be a talk by an ex-policeman “From Copper to Criminal to Christian” and an expla-
nation about Alpha. Please book by emailing clare(@claresimpson.com or telephone 847804 or
philipkershaw(@yahoo.com. Several Didcot parishioners have participated in Alpha and will
share their enthusiasm in early January. Also see www.alpha.org/catholic-context/home

Alpha is a tool for the New Evangelization that is being used by thousands of Catholic parishes
in over 70 countries around the world. Alpha creates an environment and opportunity for an

encounter with Jesus. As Pope Francis likes to say, it's a chance for "Jesus to find them.” More

than 27 million people have experienced Alpha. It attracts many people, especially youth,
who ask, "Is there more to life than this?"

Vacancy: Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Diocese of Portsmouth
From early 2016, the Bishop wishes to appoint a personal Executive Assistant who will be:
A Catholic in the full communion of the Catholic Church
Passionately committed to the new evangelisation and with theological expertise
A project manager, skilled in using IT communications and social media
A proficient administrator able to prioritise and manage the Bishop's Office
21 hours per week over 3 weekdays. Closing date: 22™ January 2016. For more details see
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/vacancies

Parish Safeguarding Rep CTWA Prayer Cycle
Please pray for

Kath Oldham—katholdham@hotmail.co.uk Friends Meeting House, Wallingford

Called and Gifted—Would you like to understand better what God wants you to do with
your life? Do you want to know more about the particular gifts that He has given you? Would
you like to grow your faith and your relationship with Him? These and other questions will be
looked at in the Called and Gifted programme. The teaching presentations will be on Friday
5th Feb 7-9pm and Sat 6th

Telephone Number for SVP Last week’s Collections:
£1319

Second Collection this week:

Parish Centre/Refurb Fund

Thank you for your donations

If you know of anyone in need please call
07580539765.



javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','clare@claresimpson.com');
mailto:philipkershaw@yahoo.com
http://www.alpha.org/catholic-context/home
mailto:portsmouth@cafod.org.uk
http://www.st-amands.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/vacancies

